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, PERSECUTION S 


Of the people of God called 


OVeAKERS, 


In the Town of Aroundel tm the County of aſſes, and 
concerning the breaking up. thetr meeting, and 
committing them-to priſon, and laying in 
Fetters of Iron. 


With an account of the Reaſons of Nicholas Ricks = 
mans, and Edward Hampers going to the Steeple- 
houſe at Aront#del hy aa their FG a OY 


cutors to a of og of | 4b eſche, OTE 


PARLIAMENT; 


Who in it have apretence to cover all the ſaid Perfientions Ws: 
diretted to their Repreſentative,to the Parliament, for . | 
them togive ſentence. 


Now here 1s their actions as follows , for them and dE ID 
hat fear God f .— HY 
Cr at car Oo ro g1Ve entence. : 4 


An account in brief of the ſeveral wicked proceedings, ofaſip* | 
veral that have been in Authority in thegſpawniof Arouns 
del for theſe four years-laſt paſt, whereby the envy 
of them againſt the Innocent may appear, 


"and iS 2s followeth. 
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Eo rſecution of the peopl?"of God, cated Quas 


xe Relation of the pe n of 1 
* hers in the Town of Aroundel in the Cornty of Suſſex, 


%, | | | 
An account in brief of the ſeveral wicked proceedings of ſeveral that have been in Y 
authority in the Town of Aroundel for theſe four years laſt paſtyge, | 


Nrhe year 1655, Tho. Ballard being Maior,at the vety beginning thereof, 
did cauſe the Conſtable George Penfod, acompanied with one John Beaton 
Pricſt and others, to come into the houie of N7. Rickman, where was 
R.hconamecting of the people of God, cailed Q1akers 5 and there and 

+ then violently, torhe diſturbance and quite breaking up our peaccable 

> - - meeting.did-haleaſervant of the Lord,by nawe Tho. Laucock forth of the mec= 

E .. tingingreat fury(when he was ſpeaking tothe people there mec) before the 

{aid Maior.where after he had asked him ſeveral queſtions,he ſent him to the 


year , although firſt nor laſt was any as matter of breach of law made appear 
$=-...- apainfthim, and yer are we called troubleſome ſpirits. : 
B29... In the ſaid year by the ſaid Maior,and others with him, was the Conſtables 
Wat George Penfold and John Serle , ſent unco the houſe of the ſaid Nich. Rick- 
Ez: man ina filchy manner, to ſearch, as they pretended, for vagabonds, idle, 
$X-- wandering perſons, whe ſe malice was at the ſervants of God , if nor 
z-: ghey would have ſought Inns and Ale-houſes, and not ſuch as meet togethcr 
7. inthe fear of God; there bcing then an-order for the taking ſuch idle pcr- 
BF. ſons up for the voyage to Jamarca , and they bcing anſwered that there was 
$8. noneſach in the ſaid houfe, nor any ſuch pei ton was uſed to have entertain- 
--* ment thece ; they regarded not the anſwer , having a deſign upon rhe ſer- 
$5:<- - wantof the Lord, whoſe name is Joſeph Fuce, who was then there, and that 
=>. chey/knew ; ſo cntred the houſe, and ailone as they came in , laid hold on 
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| \ 
FB. -  hingand/had him immediately ro the Georgein Aroundel before the faid Mai- 
E 7 orandothers, where notwithſtanding an account was given by him, toany 
*-&:. necdfu} queſtion, as to his place of abode , andrelations, and imploy ment 
þ-  Hethen wasabour, and a certificare produced of his then late ſervice as an 
-Officer under che Command of Colonel Bz;{coe in the Army, whereby togive 
> Aanyjuſtfatisfation ro tnem, yea and although his place of birth was within - 
>, = fewmiles of. the Town, yet withour avy regard at all, the ſaid Maior judging E 


 » Yn'plain words he was nor a perſon fit to live in the Commonwealth, as he 
In ſaid, but a vagabond,and (o fit to be ſent away, which accordingly was,toge- 
'> _ ther witha moſt vile companythen by that order pathered rogether,execured 
as ſuch a perſon, and ſent to Fertſmouth to be ſhipped to Jamaica, not ſuffers 
' Ig him to have on whir of either vials or drink for a long time together 
- ,torefreſh himſelf with , becauſe he refuſed ro receive meat or drink of /the ; 
 Confiables among that-rude people,whom they allowed the ſame to., while 
they were under their cuſtody : this was the dealing of Thomas Ballard in his 


, year, the which being at an end. ES 
One The. Soxpton began, whok the.Seſſions held at Aroundel at the 
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Common Goale, where from Seffions to Seffions he was continued a whole - 


* 
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beginning of his year, fo following,where the forefaid The. Lancgck im-the. 
vate Chamber afrer the Seſſions was ended, was freed3 the ſaid Tho. St 


took occaſion to ſend for Nich, Rickman and F rancAghis wife , and hearing 
that Tho, Laycock was at their houſe, ſent his warrant 'by. rtT Conſtables Henry 
Owden and John Taldin,and fetcht him up alſo, where after ſpme queſtions ask-.. 
ed of him the ſaid Nicholas, concerning the writing of a copy of a paper, which 


ſaid, which Prieſt afterward ſaid, he had accuſed her to him for blaſphemy, 


deinly carried on, all they had was expoſed to loſs, and they to be ntterly 


_ was immediately diſpoſed of , wherewich much fury and cruelty, the pro- 
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was Concerning the true worſhip of God, bonds 1k according to the - 
Scriptures, anda Tefiimony againſt the falſe , which was owned by him to 
be writ; he ſaid then he would fend him to priſon with his wife, tro wham 
he called for ſureties,or elſe ſhe nwuſt away to the Goal , for which he would 
give norcaſon at all for ſo requiring, rill at length” pretended ſhe had diſtury 
bed her own brother. Henry Staples, Prieſt of Souch and Norch Stoakes , as he 


in ſaying in anſwer toa fooliſh queſtion of his, that the word of God was. 
before the Scriptures was written ; for theſe pretences, without any one ap* 
pearing to accuſe them, he immediately wrot both rheir Mittimuſles-, and 
without any liberty, ſcarſe to eat a little victvals, or ſettle any buſineſs in 
their trade and family, by reaſon whereof it being ſo maliciouſly and. ſud- 


undone, had nat the Lord prevented their malice, where in the common. 43% 
Goale they }ay almoſt all the cold Winter ſeaſon, till che next Sefſjons,when  : «7. 
as they, by the Law of the Nation ſhould have been, as real offenders were, |. : 
brought forth to tryal, and the woman being great with child, and now nigh... 
being delivercd in the priſon, yet ſuch was their cruelry , who was: them vl 


£1eN: 
Aurhority, as that they did nor judge it fit, as ſome of them was heard to | INS 4 
ſay, to have them brovght forth to tryal 3 but to the next Seiſions they*were .-- 9 
continued, and the truch is, had not rhe rhiag been laid before the Protedot | 
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vel upon the goods of the ſaid Nicho'as, whom they faid was of eſtate, money © 56 
for their wicked carring them to priſon, when there was no juſt cauſe given  -***R 
by them ſo for them to do; and accordingly twenty four ſhillings worch:of © © 
goods they took upon rhe ſame acccunt, | . IP 

Now Them as Laucock then at the ſame time , in the next place the Maior 7a] 
rurned to , and atked him of his place of aboad, the which he 
reld him was at that preſent a place called Sedgwick Lodge;, bur> "0 
he told him he was a wondering Rogue, and he would have his back ſoundly - -: 7 
flaſhed, and accordingly rhen alſo made another warrant to the keeper ofthe - 
houſe of Correction, baring date the tenth of Nov. 56. to which place he: © _- 


felling *correion-man Henry Edwards did perſecute hm , tearing off his * 
cloaths off ti;s back,and whipping him,& claped himin Jlrons,& ina low cold 
0s HERRP - TaÞ room 
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roomhe kept him wichourt meat of drink for divers dayes together, or bed, 


frtends to come to viſit him ; if any did trough earneſt intreaty ger in, he 
would ſometimes nor ler them forth for a whole day ora night rogether 
and yet theſe cruel men call us -croubteſome (ſpirits. In this condition ih 


mighty cold froſty Winter. weather, with nothing bur a little raw: he was 


kept, not affording him light, or the beneftc of air for divers dayes together; 
ſo Seffions again being come, he was again ca'led forth, and nothing being 
laid to his charge, they ſer him free after ail this ſuffering. 

In the next year 58. George Taylor coming fro be Mayor, did for no oriier 
cauſe or pretence whatſ2ever , bur enely for going forth'of the Town to a 
meeting upon the firſt day, where the people of God;-.ca:led Quakers, were 
met together,cauſed the Ward to be ferpartly for tht ſame purpoſe. as he was 
heard to confeſs and ſay , he had particular order to flay the Quakers given 
him, aad to have them before the Mayor , who accordingly di& command 
them to the Mayor,uiz.Treſtrum Martain, Fohn Ludgater, Nicho, Rickman, Edward 
Hamper, Will. Turner, Rich. Cook, Fohn Sewer and orher friends, and they be- 
ing brought before him, he asked rhe reaſon of our going forth on that day, 
the occaſion beiag truely declared to him of their going, which was as afore- 
ſaid; he anſwered we might go if we would, bur if we did, he would profe- 
cure us'for fo dog, the which according to his and the reft with him, who 
live in euvy and wicked purpoſes, he cling them before tim by his warrane, 
dbjeted breach of Sabbath againſt them , and afterward he had fo called 
them before him ſeveral times abour it,and the lawfulneſs of the occafion on 
that day they went-apon, was argued, he 1atd Mayor was forced in plain word 
ta confeſs before Will. Pellat, another wicked envious man who was the Con: 
fable, thar he did believe we, who he then was endeaveoring to render guil- 
ty of breach-of law-in that particular, were men ſo honeſt as that we would 
not do no evil upon that day nor any other. So here all may fee his blind- 
nels being in envy, that we being worthy. of puniſhment whom he judged 


would do no evil, did ſuffer by-him for well doing; for between he and the. 


reſt of his brethren, rogether with the conjuaGion of the Prieft fehn Goid- 
wire of the Town, upon one of their feaſt dayes when they were mer , did, 
. ſend the aforeſaid Will. Pellat and Nethany Older Conftables , with a warrant 
under George Taylors hand, and took of the goods of Edward Hamper , worth 
ſeventeen ſhillings from Wiil. Turner the worth of eighteen ſhillings, fromRrch. 
Cook value about twenty ſhillings, of Treſf. Martain to the like value, of N.R. 
the worth of ſixteen ſhillings, and the reſt with them comprehended in the 
warrant,were tobe laid in the Stocks certain hovrs,but were not executedz& 
this was for no other cauſe truely, as before but for well-doing , he confeiling 
he did believe we were men would do no evil willingly on any day this ſaid 
Mayor was ſo wicked, either of himſelf, or being pur on by others to his 
own hurt and ruin, that he cauſed eight perſons of the Baptiſts to be indi- 
ed at Quarter Scflions for the ſame occaſion, of going to one of their meerings 
on the fiſt day likewiſe, where ſix of them were commirted to Goal for it , 
and ſome of rhem being poor in the out-word,and having a great charge, Was 
Pur to great extremity by it. ; | 
Theſc be the wicked men that now tell the Parliament in a paper of theirs 
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or fire, or candle for ſeven or eight weeks together, not permitting hſs . 


”—— CO 


of Complaint , that they are in ſuch a ſad condition they know not what to 


do, and are at aſtand, the which they may well be, fearing ſuch wickean:(s 
as this may not be tollerated alwayes, as formerly it hath been, 
Witneſs to the truth of theſe particulars 9ur own hands who were real Friends, 
and imployed in their ſervice, to this preſent Parliament that now again 
is in being, in the timg of their greateſt extremity , 
Nich Rickman William Turner 
_ Edw. Hamper Treſtrum Martain 
John Ludgater and [ohn Beal. 


——— — 


Here followeth a true Account, 4s inthe fight of God, of 
the Ground and Cauſe of Nich. Rickman and Edw. 
Hampers, going into the Steeple-houſe of Aroundel , 
upon the 29 day of the 5th month, 1659. being upor 
their faſt day; And alſo of the particulars that there 
happened at the ſame time in truth and plainneſs , for a 
true Information to all, , contrary to a grievous, and 
for the moſt part falſe complaint , drawn up and ſigned _ 
by John Pellet of Aroundel, ard divers others; and 
ſent to Coll. Downs a Member of this preſent Parlia« 
ment: and is as followeth: 
Bout the four or five and twentieth day of the month aforeſaid, the 
Town of Aro:ndel was ſummoned to appear ar the Court houſe in the 


— Town, when met, a Petition was drawn forth and read, wherein 
Tithes was to be petitioned for, as an antienc legal maintenance, as they 


pretended for a Goſpel! Miniſtry; concerning which a queſtion aroſe ahcu: the  _* b 


right and legallity of it from Scriprure, the which 7:hn Golawire Prieſtrhen , 
p. eſent ſet himſcf ro juſtifie,and did affirm it to be a Goſpel miintenance che' 
which ſeeming to be quite contrary to the Scriptures of truth, and he and 
the reſt of the Promoters reſuſing to ſtay to make the ſame apear at that rimes : 
& hearing that the nexr week tÞcre was a faſt publiſhed to be in moſt of the 
chief Towns of the Conntv , aud hearing from one Fobn Dukea Countrey - 
man, whortold Edw. Hamper that ſome of their pariſh was ſpoken r> by the: 
Pricft to be at Aroundel at the faſt , becauſe the Pricft ſaid, he thought there. - 
would be ſomething for them to ſet their hands ro, upon this account as in. : 


the preſence ofGod we declare,were we moved to be at the'ſanie time at the. 


Steeple=houſe, not rhinking to ſpeak in the leaſt a word, but to tarry, as we. 
thought, till al their worſhip had been at an end, and then to defire for the - 
true larisfaQion of all concerning Tiches , that it might be made appear ro. : 
be according roScripture,having rhe contents. thereof drawn up 1a a paper in. : 


w— 
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= %hfief, tobe read when they had done ayong them alt, a Coppy whereof was 
3 -afrerward accordingly delivered to the Prictis, bur: they. w ovld. read its F 
nor anſweritz a Coppy whereof is herewith printed, and'is asfollowerh - 
| Foraſmuch as there is a great ſcruple among many peoplein this County of 
Sujjex and elſewhere in this Nation concerning Tithe, which 15 and hath been | | 
a great oppreſſion that this Land bath long groaned under, and many hath | 
been compelled both by Prieſt and Rulers, contrary to the witneſs of God 
in-cheir Conſcieuces, either co pay Tithe to the Pricſt and [mpropriator, or 
to run the hazard of a grievous ſpoil of their goods, which che people cal- 
led Quakers in the Nation, who witne(s Chriſt come, and the Goſpel prea- | 
ched-, and fo for Conſcience ſake cannot uphold that which he pur an end _ 
- Unto,nor cannot pay Tithes,which was onely done 0 Prieſts & Levites under + 
the Law,& never commanded nor paid to the Miniſters of the Goſpel as their | 
"maintenance; And theretore have endured patienly this ſeveral years the | 
cruelty of the ravening wolves in the ſpoiling of their goods,which the Lord | 
hath taken notice of. Therefore we who are calledQuakers,do defire & require 
| 
| 


you, who either d2th or hereafter ever ſhall cither pay of receive Tirhes of 

any that before any perſon or perſons any farther put their bands to the vp- 

holding of that cryivg oppreſſion, you who are called Miniſters of the Goſ- | | 

pel in this County or elſewhere , we who are called Quakers do defire you | p 
© to prove ic'by plain Scripture proof, chat it is due to the Miniſters of the 

E-= Goſpel by the Law of God, or elſe let all people take heed whar they do, or 

= take heed how they proceed any further to uphoid this grievous oppeſſion 

FE - which God will overthrow, and that ſudderly. | 

Wm] From them who are in ſcorn called Quakers. 


But we two aforementioned coming into the place , and ſtanding there | 
peaceably, one Henry Fardain Prieſt,b<ing in that which they call his prayer, = 
and hearing him to be without true underſtanding in what he uttered in | 
his confeſſing his own and peoples wickedneſs , and then praying notwirh- | 
Qanding as his wonted manner 10 his ignorant formal prayers is ro do, to | 
” beConvinced and Converted, ani that God would deftroy the wicked, and | 
confound the falſe prophets, 'and caſt them into the lake 3 as befare this _ | 
he hath been truly charged ſo todo: forgetting his own , accuſing himſelf + | 
- and people for the ſame, whereby he truly prayed for his own deftruftion 
and the peoples, and now confeſling his wickedneſs , and praying tobe _ 
Convinced and Converted ; Edw. Hamper was maved to ſpeak a few words 
to him to this purpoſe , If it be ſo that thou art anconvinced and unconverted , | 
What makeſt thee there in that place * This being the whole ſum of the matter. fo 
paſſed by himzfor the which he is charged for quarreling,& requiring as they | 
ſay.,an account of the ſervice performed roGod by the Miniſter,to which the 
Prieſt did not ſay one word , bur immediately aſſoon as the words was {po- | 
ken and ended, in an exceeding violent manner did they tear and hale the 
ſaid Edward out of the Steeple-houſe, and in ſtead of a word for fſatisfa- | 
Rion, the Prieſt immediarely turns his {pzech. and pretends to pray very 
earneſtly agzinſt a people, as he ſaid, that were an jmplacable, incorrighle 
wicked people, and a people as he would ſeem t9 tell God that had for. 
merly known God, as he ſaid of us, they had, but named not Quakers, but 
now we were wicked enemies to God and his people, although he had for- 

got af 


—— 
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© © 83 | 

oot how lately before he had ccnfcſt his ewh wickedneſs ard peeples 3 fo 
full of confuſion the man was, and a great many great and grievous large &X- 
preſſions he nttered more , too redious to be here related in this place'cen- 
cerning them all which I the faid N.R. With much peace in my ſelf, and. 
patience bote the hearing of the deceit, waiting with a preſſed ſpirit for the | 
trurhs ſake till he had ended concerning them he ſpake , and there being. a 
little reſpire of time' in his ſpeaking before he began again, I ſtood up and 
ſpoke, With as much ſoberneſs as was poſſible, theſe ſew words : ; 

Friend, | defire that thou wouldeſt ceaſe over much ſpeaking, and in the 
fear of God, and the plain demonſtration of rruth, declare to the people 
plainly whom chou meaneſt by thy ſpeaking, and prove what evil the peo- 
ple are guilty of, before rhem aJl; this isas I remember the very words; & all 
was ſpoken, to which the Pricſt anſwered not a word neither, but wy words 
being ſoon ſpoken, he went on again; and there was an end ; and I thovght 
he would do ſomewhat when he had done, bur old John Pellar of Arcundel. 
a man well known to many,in a great rage came running upon megand would 
not that I ſhould ſtay any longer there, and George Tazlur and divers followihs A 
him, they haled me our and took me and the other aforementioned , hs. 
carried me by head and ſhoulders into the houſe of Corre&ion , and there 


\ 


Tho. C«/broek the Mayor kept us during his pleaſure, 


the reſt with him of complaint to the Parliament, in which there is mat: #8 
lyes and falſchoods. | i att 5 TO 
As for inſtance, f.Nt, you ſay, that you who are a peaceable people de--. TEEN 


firing nothing more 3 whoſe fruits quice declare contrary by your perfecus- - 
ting. Secondly you ſay, you defire to enjoy the Goſpel of peace. 
Which ycurs 1s quir contrary to the order and rule of the Goſpel, but ac-. 
cording to the Papifts, Jewes, which ravens for Tiches, and that was the in«- 
tent of your faſt for Tithes, who ſtruck with the fiſt of wickedneſs, as that: 
day your fruits declared it 3 And fo your unquicineſs and uncivilnels 6id ap= 
pear, and not like men that would enjoy the Goſpel of God in peace, 9 
Thirdly, For quarrelling and railing, as you ſay; it's falſe altogether, and in+ =. 
this you do not ſpeak as men fearivp God, for that was not ovr pracice in... 25 
your old Maſs- houſe, which yeou call your place of publick worſhip, as you: * 4 
ſay. And fcurchly , Whereas you ſay , the parties could by no means be- 
intreated to deſiſt, that's falſe; as for Z/w. Hamjer , who ipoke a few 
words,firſt to the Prieſt, when the Pricſt did defice ro be convinced,and cons 
verred and his people, he the ſaid Edward asking then the Prieſt what he did: 
there if he be Nut convinced nor converted, and bid him auſwer it in the - © 
fear of God, and for rhis halcd him ovt, and carried him to priſon, without 
iarreating in the Steeple houſe, and when the ſaid Nich. Rickman was moved- 
to ſpeak a few words peaceably, they being ſpoken, I ſtood quictly and had” 
done, and made no diſturbance, bur violently I was abuſed , and never in»: 
treated at all co deſiſt, but haled away violently to priſon, and ſo that in-- 


forma*- 
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m7 tian 55 utterly falſey and whereas you ſay, it was our uſual mans 
ner- formerly ſo todo, to come and.to quarrel; rail and dfiurb,;..yntil by 
Lew reſtrained 3 to quarrel, rail and diſturb, is likewiſe falſe , op;rd pervert 
. the Souls of the fimple, but that hath been the Prieſts work fof their bel- 
 lies.z but when we were moved of the Lord to ſpeak his Word, we did al. 

thc nh we were impriſoned , contrary to Law, as youdid at your late faſt , 
and harh been youur uſual manner, & by no time do we rake occaſion to do e- 
vil.wio be 1a the hand in which times and ſeaſons are, and fs we are not like 
Z:nne; and Fambres , who withſtood Moſes, for we have not Pharaoh on our 
pzrt, but you are more like 7annes and Jambres, who flie to the Magiſtrates, 
ard the Jewes which thruſt Paul out of the Temple , and then cryed, help 
men of [irae]; And ſo did you, when you had thruſt us out of your Tem- 
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ple.into the priſon,, afrer you cry, help Parliament, help Magiſtrates, help 


people, take themaway z3 Where is the Spiritin you that are called Mini- 
fiers.of Chriſt, that ſhould ſtop the mouths of the gainſayers? Surcly the 
Ipirit of the dumb af: ſhould reprove the madneſs of the falſe prophets; and 
whereas you challenge proteQtion of the Parliament, as ye yield obedience 
to them, or expect liberty and protection in rhings concerning rhe worſhip 
of God, according to his Word, the liberty of whoſe ſervice, you fay, you 
eſteem d;arer rhen any liberty and priviledge that can be named, Anſwer, 
Your worſhip and ſervice is quite contrary to the Word Chriſt Jeſus, who 
perſecutes and hales out of "your Synagogues, Fohn 16. and it the Parlia- 
ment ſhould rake away Tirhes and Stipends and Eaſter reckonings, then it 
would be wanifcſt your ſervice was for your bellies , and not for che worſhip 


P Lg -# err ding to the Word, as a great deal of your fruits wake dPPCcar tO the 
2:--- "Nation.z and youſay, you are ataloſs, and your ſuſtices knows nor what 


IS 
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"todo, and on defire your repreſentative to preſent your ſad condition tro 
- the Parliament; Are you not aſhamed ? cannot you ſtop the months of 
gainſayers? are you at a loſs * have you no ſpiritual weapons ? will you 

maniteſt yqur {clves to be the evil beaſts, that will war with fleſh and blood 
- evil beaſts alwayes wars and fights with fleſh and blood , worſe then a good 
Beaſt, whom you humbly, as you ſav, beg to confider the matter, conſulc 


and prveſentence; this 1s like ro the Prieſts Judgemenc to have the Parlia- 


ment make Laws and give fudgement both; and this they humbly beg. and 
for this you crouch as all the perſecurors upon the earth did, for Law, 
Judgment and Sentence upon the Innocent , which was never the 
work of the true Minifterg of Chriſt , or true Chriſtians, ſhew example 
if you can, from Chriſt or his Apoſtles, from the Scriptures which you pre- 
tend robe your rule, which we do believe that many in the Parliament will 
come to ſee rhat ſuch are not fit to be calied Miniſters , that are not alle to 
ſtop the mouths of a gainſayer; who are called Orthodox and Learned men,8: 
yer is not able to ſatisfie and anſwer ſuch as you call Lay men and plain 
Countrey men a Queſticn, and yet you of the Parliament Jook for mainte« 
nance, Surely, many of the Parliament will ſee ſuch, that after they have 
| ent then out into the Vineyard and given them maintenance, they are not 
able to ſtop the mourh of: gainſayers, as they ſuppoſe, but ſend them to pri- 
ſon}, and beg of them for ſentence, and cumber them: 
And chus you are troubled who have nor the ſpiritual weapons. 
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